Effect of thymopentin on peripheral blood T-lymphocytes subsets and on the clinical course of the disease in patients affected by multiple sclerosis.
The effect on peripheral T-lymphocytes of Thymopentin (TP-5), asynthetic pentapeptide reproducing the biological activity of Thymopoietin, is known in Herpes Simplex infections and in Rheumatoid Arthritis. The aim of this study was to observe the effect of TP-5 on the OKT4 and OKT8 lymphocytes in Multiple Sclerosis. The AA. have studied this effect in two patients affected by definite MS, whose lymphocytes subpopulation, observed for 33 and 13.5 months respectively, showed a constant OKT4/OKT8 ratio greater than 2.5 in peripheral blood and whose clinical course was chronically progressive. TP-5 was administered during a period of one month. A decrease of the OKT4/OKT8 ratio in both patients (significant in one, p less than 0.01) due to the increase of OKT8 was observed. Also the clinical symptomatology improved in one patient.